Tuesday notes VQEG Tokyo Sept. 26, 2006

Thanks to M.Pinson for taking Tuesday notes
Filippo’s MM ILG update
Nortel will be ILG for MM test.
On fee payment, plan must be updated.  Answer needed promptly on whether NTIA will require a fee or not.

Selection of source sequences from KDDI, KBS, Yonsei, CRC and FT have been done.  SVT is almost done.  NTIA & Psytechnics are not done but will be relatively easy because footage already 12-seconds in duration.  SwissQual will require a small effort; Opticom will require a lot of effort (lots of content); and NTT effort fairly small – 4 scenes each 1 minute in duration.
Filippo’s RRNR-TV & HDTV ILG update

Not much yet to do; RRNR-TV issue is source sequences.  Addition of H.264 will require extra processing.  Should consider starting over with new sequences, e.g., from MM test.  Test plans are still moving targets; feedback is needed on video material (SRC sequences).  

See also Filippo Speranza’s report in the meeting file folder.

MM test plan discussions continue

On replicating experiments:  Concerns raised that some proponents don’t want two replicated experiments combined into one experiment for data analysis purposes.  For model evaluation, each of the replicated experiments should be treated as two separate tests, and aggregated as per MM test plan specifications (i.e., don’t average the two sets of viewers.)  Concern raised that such replicated tests shouldn’t have a double weight in aggregation.  Quan disagrees with the following sentence from the below agreement:  “The first experiment run will provide the data to be used for model performance evaluation.”  Note that the ILG may or may not perform replication.
Agreement was reached to insert the following text into the test plan: “The ILG has the option to open to use some of the secret tests to replicate experiments (i.e., run viewers through another lab’s experiment).  Models’ performance evaluation will follow the procedures laid out above.  The data collected will not be considered an additional experiment for the purposes of model comparison – i.e., no double weight for any single experiment.  The first experiment run will provide the data to be used for model performance evaluation.  The replication will be used for other analysis.  This data will be shared with proponents.”

On data analysis:  proposal to add sentence to section 8.2.2: “The mapping function will maximize correlation between DMOSp and DMOS while simultaneously minimizing mean squared error.” A decision on this issue will be delayed until Wednesday, so that Greg Cermak and Irena can be consulted.

On data analysis: proposal to add sentence to section 8.2.2 (replacing existing sentence that begins with the same phrase), “If the cubic monotonic polynomial rescaling does not properly converge for a model, then a logistic monotonic rescaling will be applied to all the models ant he best method will be used for each model, but the same method must be used for a given model across all tests.”  An email has been sent to Greg & Irena asking for their opinions on this issue as well.

Questions raised concerning subjective testing software’s conversion from YUV to RGB for image display, which is currently performed by the display card.
Acreo’s subjective test software was demonstrated using NTIA’s CIF resolution min-test.
Agreement was reached to add the following text to annex 5:  “Experimenter is required to change the “SubjectID” for each subject in the MM test.”
Agreement was reached to change Acreo’s software to not require a click after the “okay” & prior to the play of video. After the “okay” button click, grey should be presented for one second, then the next video sequence will play, then one-half second of grey, and then the scoring window shall appear.
A request was made for someone to supply a program that will update the subject number within the script that Acreo’s software uses.  Carolyn Ford volunteered to supply such a program.
Interest was expressed in having an alternative input mechanism, using a 10-key keypad instead of mouse for data input.

Concerns were raised about visual impact of black clipped border against grey player background having a large impact on subjective scores.  Suggestion made to change player background from mid-level grey to black.  An alternative suggestion is to have a border of black around the video, e.g., 12 pixels/lines for VGA, 6 pixels/lines for CIF, and 3 pixels/lines for QCIF.  This suggestion has a problem in that it would be a lot of work for Acreo, and Kjell might not have the time and/or resources.  A third suggestion was to use a black background with a grey cardboard or cloth screen in front to form the mid-level grey background.  The problem with this is that the scoring window would be larger than the QCIF image size, causing problems.

These suggestions will be posted to the reflector, and a decision to be made on Wednesday.
MM test plan schedule modified.  See post of updated test plan.
JPEG 2000 and/or Motion JPEG 2000 should probably be added to the MM test plan list of potential codecs.
